This paper is the result of a study carried out under the auspices of the British Federation against the Venereal Diseases in the V.D. clinics of a large hospital in Leeds by Miss J. M. Brignall and of two busy London hospitals by the author. The patients interviewed were all over 13 and under 20 years old, there was no selection, the reason for the survey was explained carefully to each one, and no pressure of any kind was put upon any of them to take part. It was interesting to find that some of them were quite prepared to come back by special appointment and very few refused to take part. In all, forty (22 girls and 18 boys) were interviewed in Leeds and 160 (97 girls and 63 boys) in London. The age distribution is given in Table 1 . There is often a lack of communication between members of a family. There always has been a natural gap between youth and age, but the gap to-day appears to be far wider.
I feel that many, especially the girls, would prefer to have less freedom, provided they felt that they were not being subjected to restrictions which were needless but were imposed out of a real regard for their well-being.
Of the 160 patients I interviewed in London only nine mentioned the part played by their father in their upbringing. Those that did mention their father said that they had not always understood but were now grateful to him. Unfortunately, the father is often interested and helpful with the children whilst they are small, but later when the financial demands of the family increase and his work becomes more demanding, he may tend to grow away from his family just at the same time when they need him most. The role of the father has become less clearly defined, and I should like to see young fathers taught the important part they can play in the family. Children need a real father, and boys especially need to be able to model themselves on a father figure.
There is no doubt that the early years of a child's life set the pattern for the future. An 18-year-old girl stated that through being spoilt she developed a vile temper and her parents gave in to her for the sake of peace. When she was 16 years old she told her parents that she was pregnant so that she could get married and leave home. The parents finally gave in against their better judgement. The husband is now in prison, his mother is bringing up the child, and the girl is living with another man in one rather squalid room and states that she dare not think of the future.
It is also easy for the over-protected girl to run into trouble. One 19-year-old girl I interviewed had been over-protected by her parents. When for domestic reasons a friend's son came to stay with the family, she deliberately allowed herself to become pregnant because she knew that her parents would insist on marriage. She was married at 16, and had a very difficult time during the pregnancy. The husband, who was too immature and unsettled, started going out with other girls, so that the young wife is now separated and her parents are helping to bring up the child.
Too strict an upbringing can also give rise to problems. A 17-year-old girl from a Catholic family, who was educated at a convent school, stated that her parents had recently separated; she had received no pocket money, had not been allowed to smoke or drink, and had been very strictly brought up. She had had her first sexual experience 6 months ago (with a man 6 years older than herself) because she "thought it was time she gained experience". They met in a coffee bar and the love-making took place in his car. She said that she felt at a disadvantage, because the girls at work talked about things she knew nothing about, and she did not want to go on being "odd man out".
Of the families of the 160 young people I interviewed, 32 mothers worked full-time and 45 parttime. An 18-year-old boy stated that his mother had always worked full-time, leaving home at 6 every morning. He had always had to see himself off to school and if he was late he just did not go. He has had both homosexual and heterosexual experiences, but has not yet had a real girl friend-he had only been with a paid girl. His elder brother got a girl into trouble and married her, but the marriage does not appear to be a success. He thought that girls were only interested in marriage. He had paid 9 guineas for his shoes, had been to Spain for his holiday, and owns an Austin 7 car, but if he was in trouble there was nobody that he could go to. What makes young people indulge in sex at a very early age? In some cases, loneliness and lack of security. Of the forty young people interviewed by Miss Brignall in Leeds, nineteen admitted to being lonely. Young people often indulge in heavy petting -one 17-year-old grammar school boy, friendly with an 18-year-old grammar school girl, stated that they had started by heavy petting and just went too far. He has no intentions of marrying the girl although he does feel a certain amount of responsibility for her as she was a virgin. His ambition is to go to the University and he hopes this will end the friendship without hard feelings; at present he has just enough money, sex, drink, education, and opportunity for further education to keep him contented.
Some engaged couples think there is nothing wrong in pre-marital sex relations, but engagements especially between very young people, are not always permanent. One 18-year-old girl, who lives in a small town with her parents, has been engaged twice and has had sex relations with both fiances. Unfortunately, somebody made anonymous telephone calls to the parents of girls in the area, informing them that their daughters had been having sexual intercourse. The mother was understanding, but the father was upset and so far has been unable to forgive his daughter.
For many sex is a mere physical exercise, involving no deep emotional feelings (Table VIII) . Some of the young people I have seen came to the clinic as the result of an office party. Quite often they have not been used to alcohol, but have not liked to refuse as to do so would make them lose face. After the party they tended to pair off. Some days later another girl remarks: "You know that young man you went with, I've heard he has got something wrong with him, he's attending a clinic". The whole thing comes as 
